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For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school news, 
upcoming event information, announcements, and more, 
for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal
Brandt Friends and Family,

TThere are many days in the academic year that are, without a doubt, critically 
important. Chief among these are the first and last day of school. In these two 
days, we can clearly see the growth that has taken place, both academically and 
socially-emotionally. We are nearing this time and I am moved to write about it as 
we celebrate our children and the year-end Moving Up Ceremonies. They stand in 
front of the classroom or on stage beam with confidence and poise, to put on a show 
of shows. They capture over 180 days in under an hour. We sit in the audience, eyes 
focused on one child or many, and lumps develop in our throats, followed by tears 
in our eyes. It is our collective experience and I am honored to share it with you. 

As a school leader, it is this time of year that drives our thinking and planning for 
the next school year. We collect data and apply lessons learned to make our school 
better than it was before. The Brandt data continues to impress, and our children 
continue taking steps towards attaining the academic gains that we all want to see. 

Principal Rodriguez-Gomez

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing ways 
to set your children up for success inside and outside the 
classroom. Our next event:

Hoboken Middle School Update
June 26 | 6:30 PM

Demarest School Auditorium

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages to stay  
up to date on all of our exciting events!

Hoboken Middle School

Students in Ms. Donnelly’s class are continuing with their project-based learning 
assignment creating a dystopian society.  “Dysmerica” will be presented next week.  
The students have worked collaboratively to create “Dysmerica, when you get here 
you understand”.  

Students in Mrs. Della Fave’s 
seventh grade ELA class are 
putting the finishing touches 
on their Utopia projects and 
making last minute alterations 
to their presentations which 
will take place on Monday, 
June 19th. We’re looking 
forward to learning all about 
“The U”!

Final exam season is upon us!  Students in Ms. Geleailen’s class have been working 
tirelessly this year on reading comprehension and crafting narrative essays.  They 
are using their knowledge of note-taking and inferencing skills and by putting them 
to the test during this week’s final exams.  They are prepared and focused, so their 
hard work will definitely pay off!  Here’s to a great year!

Middle School eighth grade English 
students in Ms. Dickerson’s class 
are working on their outlines 
for their literary analysis essays 
which will cover the four novels, 
multiple short stories and several 
excerpts on Greek mythology, 
gods and goddesses.  The students 
will develop a five paragraph essay 
identifying how three characters 
from different genres possess the 
characteristics of a hero.

Students in Ms. Falcone’s Period 2 and 5 English class have been actively engaged 
in preparing for their mock trial.  Students recently finished reading the classic 
novel, To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee and now will be reliving the events 
of the night when Bob Ewell attacked young Jem Finch and Ewell was stabbed by 
Arthur “Boo” Radley.  Students have been divided into a prosecution team, defense 
team, witnesses, and jury to determine the innocence of “Boo.”  Pictured here, is 
our prosecution team of attorneys determining their course of action in The People 
vs. Arthur “Boo” Radley.

Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 
School Newsletter!

June 19 Monthly Morning Meeting
  8:20 AM

June 21 Grade 6 Farewell Luncheon
  10:30 AM - 12:20 PM

June 22 Grade 6 Promotion
  10:00 AM

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

June 12 Connors Field Day

June 19 1:00 PM Dismissal 

June 20 1:00 PM Dismissal 

June 21 1:00 PM Dismissal

June 22 Grade 6 Move Up Ceremony  9:00 AM

Reminder:  Passport to Learning online registration for  
  next school year is now open!

Online registration will be open until June 30th.

Visit the district homepage to register and for more 
information about the program and classes offered next 
school year.

Passport to Learning will be no cost for Connors 
families during the 2017-2018 school year.

A Message from the Superintendent

Connect with us on 
Social Media!

Parent & Guardian Academy

Digital Backpack

Rooftop Garden Update

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

Dear Calabro Learning Community,

Please join us on Monday, June 19, 2017, at 8:15 a.m. for an exciting day!  We will 
begin with our final Morning Meeting of the school year to celebrate and recognize 
both 4th Marking Period and end of year accomplishments.  Ms. Vredenburg from 
the Hoboken Public Library will be joining us to share some great programs they 
have this summer.  This will be immediately followed by our annual Moving Up 
day.  Parents and students will have the opportunity to visit the classroom and meet 
the teacher for the 2017-2018 school year.  Hope to see you there!

Thank you to our PTO for organizing an enjoyable ice cream event for our students. 
On Tuesday, June 13th, Mr. Softee visited our school. Students and staff selected an 
ice cream treat on a hot day. A great time was had by all! 

This week, information was disseminated to our 3rd-6th grade students regarding 
the Edmentum Summer Math Lab. Our 3rd-5th grade students have the option of 
completing it at home or selecting dates in August to join us in the computer lab at 
Calabro.  Our 6th grade students have the option to complete their work at home or 
at the high school.  Please return the bottom portion of the letter by Monday, June 
19th.  An acceptance letter will then be sent home on Tuesday, June 20th.   Please 
contact me directly with any questions or concerns. 

In this edition, we highlight our 1st grade with Ms. Yu, who had some special guest 
readers this week.  You will also see information on our end of year 6th grade events 
with Mr. Zayas.  In our 3rd grade, students completed a writing project after reading 
the book, The Best Part of Me.  Lastly, the Kids Acting Up class in our Passport to 
Learning Program took part in an end of year performance for families. Check out 
some great pictures of teaching, learning, and fun in progress!

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Upcoming Events

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

It was another exciting week at Connors! The week kicked off with our annual Field 
Day festivities. Staff and students had a great day participating in the many great 
games and events, while also enjoying the BBQ lunch and the delicious snacks! 
Despite the high temperatures, students enjoyed every second of the fresh air and 
fun times!

The week was capped off with the celebration of our kindergarten students at their 
Moving Up Ceremony. Read on for the highlights from this event as well as some 
pictures of the exciting day. It has been our pleasure to watch our youngest students 
work their way through kindergarten. I find it so rewarding to think back to the first 
day they entered the school with nervous excitement and to think about how much 
they have learned and grown during one short year! I thank each student and their 
families for allowing me to be a part of their kindergarten experience.

As we approach the end of the school year, please make note of the following 
important announcements:

• Please be sure to check our lost & found to ensure none of the items belong 
to your child. We have a large collection of sweaters, jackets, hats, and other 
clothing items that never made their way home!

• Be reminded that the final day of the Passport to Learning after-school program 
was on Friday, June 16th. Please make arrangements to have your child picked 
up on time.

• Every day this week will be a 1:00 dismissal for students. Please make sure you 
are on time picking up your child each day. 

~Dr. Pollins

Wallace Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

With the final days of school upon us, let’s take a moment to talk about summer. 
The next two months will provide the opportunity to rest, relax, and reflect. It also 
provides an opportunity for parents to delve into the academic passions of their 
children. I pose these questions to you: What does your child love to learn about? 
What are the topics your child came home and raved about? What subject did they 
make sure to tell you about when you picked them up from school or when they 
walked in the door at the end of the day? Whatever that passion may be, the summer 
months are the perfect time to delve into it.

If your child loves to read, do just that. Read with them. Read to them. Have them 
read to you. To read with your child is one of the most rewarding and important 
experiences all of our stakeholders can engage with. For our older learners, you 
might want to get two copies of the same book to read and discuss. For our younger 
learners, continue to challenge them with books for the coming grade level. You 
can encourage your child to pick the title or subject or you can choose a book 
you loved when you were a child. No matter the age, reading together provides a 
tremendous opportunity to explore the passions of our young ones.

If your child loves math, encourage them to use it. They can come up with the 
shopping list for the grocery store and then compare the prices of different brands. 
Have them figure out their little league batting average. When walking at the piers, 
walking on Washington, or driving to a favorite family destination, ask them random 
math facts. They worked hard on those facts during the school year. Find out what 
family of times tables they need the most work with and set a summer goal to come 
back in September with that area strengthened. Just as athletes must practice the 
routines and mechanics of a sport, our students must use their mental muscles in the 
summer to keep them honed and sharp. 

If your child loves physical education, get outdoors and move around. If your 
child loves science, look into a trip to Liberty Science Center or the Meadowlands 
Environmental Center. If your child loves social studies, check out the offerings for 
programs and lectures from nearby museums or libraries. If your child loves art, 
visit an art museum, or better yet, get out into town and let them sketch on a sketch 
pad. If your child loves theater, look into seeing a stage production. If your child 
loves music, take in a live music event and listen to music in the house when you 
are hanging around. No matter what the subject, find what your child loves about 
their education and run with it.

This past week of school allowed our students and staff to continue winding down 
the 2016-2017 school year. The 6th grade is hard at work practicing for their 
ceremony before they take the step towards middle school. Our pre-kindergarten 
friends (from both the Mile Square Early Learning Center and our Hoboken Board 
of Education classes) and our kindergarten friends celebrated their years with 
moving up ceremonies. Academically, our staff engaged our scholars with writing 
activities themed on summer vacation and math work with summer themes. A walk 
around our learning community before bulletin boards come down for the year and 
final rounds of visits to our classrooms show a family of learners enjoying their last 
few days with one another. This is a very special time of the year. Smiles abound. 
Until next week…

Martin Shannon, Principal 

A Message From The Principal

You are a STAR.

 Successful, Talented, Accountable, and Respectful.

“We are committed to being successful because we are 
talented, and hold ourselves accountable with the highest 
levels of being respectful.”

Middle School Mantra

Upcoming Events

Hoboken High School Newsletter

Tips from the RTI Team

We have a lot to celebrate in RTI as the 2016-2017 school year comes to a close.  
Our scholars truly embraced a growth mindset this year and worked hard to reach 
their goals, both as readers and writers.  We want to encourage our scholars to con-
tinue to stay engaged in reading throughout the summer.  Here are some tips to help 
motivate and excite your readers:

Read Every Day:  Create a comfortable place for you and your child to read togeth-
er.  Then, make reading in this comfortable spot a daily habit.  There is no better 
way to inspire your child to love reading than by modeling a love for reading, and 
this will be a much more enjoyable experience in a comfortable reading spot!

Pick a good fit book:  It is very important that the books your child reads during 
independent reading time are not too hard or not too easy.  The “Five Finger Rule” 
outlines a general idea of how many words a reader should be able to read on each 
page of the book they choose.
-0-1 unknown words = book is too easy
-2-3 unknown words = book is just right
-4-5 unknown words = book is too difficult

Check out the local library:  Take advantage of all of the amazing books at your 
local library.  Not only can you check out books, but there are also a lot of free pro-
grams and events for your child to enjoy.  Get your library card today!

Read with fluency:  Fluency is the ability to read a text with speed, accuracy, and 
expression.  Fluent readers recognize words automatically and read aloud effort-
lessly.  Here are some ways to help your child make important gains in this area:
-reread a text multiple times
-encourage your child to change his or her voice to match the characters’ feelings 
-play sight word games
-model reading with fluency when reading to your child
-read poetry

Read for meaning:  Readers who have strong comprehension skills are able to draw 
conclusions – what is important, what is a fact, what caused an event to happen, 
which characters are funny, etc.  Comprehension involves combining reading with 
thinking and reasoning.  While you are reading with your child, stop periodically to 
check if he or she understands what you are reading.

Read everywhere:  There is a print rich environment all around us!  There are many 
opportunities throughout the day to encourage your child to read.  While you are 
driving, have your child read the signs they see on the side of the road.  While you 
are at the grocery story, have your child read the labels they see.  When you are 
at a restaurant, ask your child to help you read the menu.  Remember that reading 
opportunities don’t have to come just from books, they are all around us!

Social Media Connection

Upcoming Events

Urban Planning in Grade 6

At the end of the year, the sixth graders completed many project based learning 
assignments in math. One project the students worked on was called the coordinate 
city project. Each student was responsible for creating a city theme, a construction 
company, a business card for their company, and a geometric city based on their 
theme on a four quadrant coordinate plane. Students were then asked to create 10 
questions based on their city for a peer to answer. Students used their knowledge 
of quadrants, coordinates/ordered pairs, reflections, area, perimeter, and distance to 
create and solve these questions. 

Kindergarten Move Up Ceremony

Calabro Shining Stars in Passport to Learning

Our Kids Acting Up Class, instructed by Mile Square, shared a great performance 
of a children’s book on Wednesday June 14th. We were impressed with each and 
every student’s creativity and teamwork skills.  The students shared with us their 
story and wonderful characters.  Each of them demonstrated their story unit and 
enthusiastic personality while staying focused and engaged in the role that they 
played.  
 
The Passport to Learning teachers and staff would like to take this opportunity to 
express how delighted and thrilled we were about having the opportunity to work 
with your children on a daily basis.  Thank you for supporting your child through 
the Passport to Learning program and entrusting us with your child’s safety and 
educational enrichment activities.

This time of year is an excellent time to get your students 
to reflect on the year that has passed.
These reflection questions will help your students to reflect 
on the year and remember the moments and experiences 
that really stood out.

What are the two best memories you have of this year?

What is the nicest thing someone did for you this year?

In what area do you feel you have improved in the most?

What are 3 new things you’ve learned that you didn’t 
know at the start of the year?

What’s something you did for someone else this year?

What’s the best piece of work/project/assignment you’ve 
done this year?

What subject have you enjoyed the most? Why?

What have you learned about yourself this year?

This reflection process is not only enjoyable, it is also a 
fabulous way to consolidate the year and reflect on the 
positives.

Inside the Classroom

News From the 
Guidance Counselor

Inside the Classroom...

Connors Field Day was a huge success. 
We were very excited to host Field Day on 
site here at Connors, with the use of our 
playground area. To kick off our Field Day 
festivities, staff and students participated in a 
Parade of Nations around the block. Prior to 
the event, each class was asked to form their 
own nation, including designing a national 
flag, creating a national motto, and selecting 
a national animal. Students celebrated their 
nation by carrying individual flags and a 
class banner. Once students returned from 
the parade, they were greeted with great 
activities and events. There were inflatables, 
snack stations with popcorn, cotton candy, 
and sno-cones to enjoy. Our own  DJ Azzarto 
wowed the crowd with dance music, Ms. Musella set up an art and temporary tattoo 
station, and there were carnival games for the students. It was a great day from start 
to finish and it is always amazing to see so many great smiles in one place here at 
Connors! As always, we would like to thank all of the staff and parents who made 
the event possible. 

As the school year comes to a close, it becomes a time for reflection. Our 8th grade 
students are experiencing the excitement of beginning high school, the next phase 
in their lives. Our 7th graders are excited about the prospect of being 8th graders, 
the role models in the school. This time becomes a time for reflection for me as 
well, your instructional leader. Is there a climate and culture conducive to teaching 
and learning? Are students provided opportunities for leadership, with a voice? Are 
students learning, and are teachers teaching with rigor and relevance?  Have we 
begun to build and sustain relationships to foster student achievement?

We’ve had an exciting past couple of months and I’ve enjoyed every moment. 
There is a climate and culture conducive to learning. Students are respectful to 
their teachers, and each other, fostering an atmosphere conducive to teaching and 
learning. There is bell-to-bell instruction; instruction begins at the bell. Rigorous and 
relevant instructional practices to develop and enhance 21st century skills (problem 
solving, critical thinking, and collaboration) are the focus of instruction. This has 
been evident during PLTW classes, which afford students the opportunity to create 
apps through cross-curricular instruction in science, technology, and math. Through 
project-based learning our English Language Arts Honors students appreciate the 
dynamics of diverse societies, and the judicial system through the classic novel-To 
Kill a Mockingbird. The Student Council provides our students the opportunity for 
leadership roles, and to play a critical role in creating the climate and culture of the 
new Hoboken Middle School. Lastly, the principal-led common planning meetings, 
Student Council, and the formation of the PTO support my effort toward building 
sustainable relationships to enhance student achievement.

In this week’s newsletter, read about the various learning experiences we continue 
to provide our students as the school year comes to a close. As we look at preparing 
our students to obtain their highest social and academic potential in September 
2017, the end of year finals will serve as a vehicle for opportunities in achieving 
academic excellence in the upcoming school year. 

Change is never easy, but when there is a commitment to a common goal: student 
achievement, there is success. As we move ahead in creating the new Hoboken 
Middle School, it will require a commitment from all stakeholders to embrace these 
changes in creating a unique learning environment, to foster a generation of lifelong 
learners and globally responsible citizens.

I continue to value and appreciate this momentous opportunity you have provided 
me, and I am committed to the success of our students, teachers, and staff. 

The teachers and staff of the Hoboken Middle School are committed to providing 
our students with experiences to foster a love of learning.

The new Hoboken Middle School Team continues to appreciate your support, as we 
collaborate and celebrate our students’ social and academic successes.

A Servant Leader,

Dr. Sharon V. Davis
Principal

June 21 Middle School Moving Up Ceremony
  11:30 AM

Inside the Classroom...

English Language Arts

In Miss Airey’s PLTW classes students are putting the 
finishing touches on their final projects.  Students worked 
hard to create a product/invention and developed a 
slideshow to share their invention with their classmates.  
Students came up with creative invention ideas, determined 
the need for their invention, the cost of production, and 
created a logo.  

PLTW Gateway

Inside the Classroom...

In Ms. Gennarelli’s Grade 7 Math class, students have 
been working extremely hard on their math final exam this 
week. The math exams will wrap up Thursday and then the 
students will begin an end of the year project. Students can 
continue to practice their math skills at home by logging on 
to Khan Academy and Edmentum.

In Ms. Richard’s Grade 
8 Math class, students 
have been working hard 
on their math final exam 
this week. The math exam 
will finish on Thursday 
and then the students 
will begin an end of the 
year project, planning 
and budgeting for their 
own Summer Vacation! 
Students can continue to 
practice their math skills 
at home by logging on to 
Edmentum..

Classroom 309 has been learning 
about coins this week for Math in 
Focus. Cooper Schwartz took what 
he learned and decided to go home 
and create a poster of his own! He 
illustrated all 4 coins, how much they 
are worth, and how many of each 
you need to have $1. Cooper shared 
his poster with his classmates and 
they were super impressed. Bravo to 
Cooper!  

News From the Nurse

Connors Field Day

Kindergarten Scientists

Celebrating the Students of the Month

Congratulations to our June 2017 Students of the Month. All of our scholars 
attended a breakfast with some invited family guests and Mr. Bartlett. Each student 
received a “Student of the Month” Spirit Stick, as well as a certificate and pencil. 
Pictured from left to right: Ryan McCray (Pre-k – Ms. Looney), Kate Mariniello 
(Kindergarten – Ms. Fernandez), Sam Decker (1st Grade – Ms. Mara), Ben Gavin 
(2nd Grade – Mrs. Pukash), Thomas Mathew (3rd Grade – Ms. Brooks), Elizabeth 
Bright (3rd Grade – Mrs. Murphy) Deanna Villafane (4th Grade – Mrs. Cordero), 
Miranda Villalobos (5th Grade – Mrs. Killen), and Javier Anaya (6th Grade – Mrs. 
Taglieri). A second congratulations to Kate Mariniello, the overall Student of the 
Month for Wallace School. Kate will be honored at the next regular meeting of the 
Hoboken Board of Education on June 27th and receive an award from Assistant 
Superintendent Fitzhugh. Job well done by all!

Passport to Learning Update

PTO Sponsors Ice Cream Party

Registration for next year’s Passport to Learning Program 
will be open until June 30th. For more information and to 
register online, please click here.  

Exciting courses such as Yoga & Mindfulness, Golf, 
Zoology, and MathCirles are being offered to name just 
a few. The plethora of enrichment courses will now be 
accompanied by an all new Friday Fun Day program.

HECAC recently published the fourth part of our series on our blog called 
Kindergartners in Action.  This time, we interviewed children at the Calabro School.  
They shared with us what they love about their school and why it is such a special 
place!  We are very grateful to the families for participating in this effort and for 
sharing their Calabro pride with the community.

Check out the piece here: https://medium.com/@hecac/children-of-the-district-
kindergartners-in-action-at-calabro-elementary-f8a878d5a2f3

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

News from the Nurse

You know it is close to summer when you hear the familiar 
music of Mr. Softee.

The Calabro PTO arranged for a cool down period with a 
delightful treat for the entire school! As always, we can’t 
thank them enough.

The third grade class read Wendy Ewald’s book, The Best Part of Me.  The book asks 
students “What is the best part of you?”  After reading the book, the third graders 
were asked about their best part. They described their best attribute and wrote about 
it.  Using the writing process, they were able to write a paragraph stating what part 
of them they loved and explained why.  In addition, black and white pictures were 
taken to go along with their writing.  The students had an amazing time sharing 
their best quality with their classmates. 

Jumping into Reading with Grade 1

We are getting ready for our summer reading with different authors and genres.  
Kicking off our author study, the first grade students had the pleasure of listening to 
an array of picture books read by the Whitmore family.

On June 15th Mrs. Rodriguez & Ms. Schulz 4th grade classes walked to the Hoboken 
Public Library.  The students behaved very well as they participated in a scavenger 
hunt which allowed them to explore and learn about the wealth of information 
available.  The students then took time to take out books.  We hope that they valued 
this experience and will utilize the library over the summer and in the future.

Grade 4 Visits the Hoboken Public Library

Grade 2 Visits Firehouse Museum

Many thanks to the parents who have expressed an interest in the new Hoboken 
Middle School. We continue to welcome members. Please contact Dr. Davis at 
sdavis@hoboken.k12.nj.us to join the new Hoboken Middle School.

Hoboken Middle School would welcome as many parents or family members that 
would like to become involved in planning our all new Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO).

Parental involvement is critical in the success of our students. The PTO functions 
as a venue to enrich learning experiences for students at the new Hoboken Middle 
School. It is our intent the PTO will enhance the school community, foster a stronger 
school and home connection, provide special recognition events and activities, 
organize parent seminars, and much more. There is nothing more powerful than 
when our community works together for the future of all students’ academic 
excellence.

We are looking for members who embrace these goals. Please contact me at sdavis@
hoboken.k12.nj.us if you would like to be part of this exciting and important 
organization. Your support is critical as we develop life- long learners and leaders 
of tomorrow.

Dear Hoboken Public School District Family Members,
 
I’d like to begin this week’s edition of The Herald by wishing all of our dad’s a 
Happy Father’s Day. Although summer break is just a week away, our students 
have remained focused and determined to close out the year on a high note. I’m 
excited to share with you our latest news. 
 
Friday was a huge day for our Kindergarteners, as they finally ‘graduated’ to the 
first grade! We are so proud of their hard work, and we’re looking forward to seeing 
what their futures hold. You can find pictures from our ceremonies in The Herald.
 
I had the privilege of attending the Hoboken High School Class of 2017 Academic 
and Athletic Awards Dinner last Thursday. It was so great to see all who came out 
to support and celebrate with some of our incredible students. I’m proud to share 
that over $40,000 in private scholarships were awarded, adding to the incredible 
$9,000,000+ academic, merit, and athletic scholarships already awarded to the 
Class of 2017 by colleges and universities. You can see a full list of the winners 
here.

Please join me in congratulating Ms. Gina Mattera, Hoboken High School Student 
Assistance Coordinator, on her appointment to Hudson County Chairperson of 
the New Jersey Association of Student Assistance Professionals and for being 
recognized as the Hudson County Coalition Member of the Year. We are incredibly 
lucky that she is with us, and we are so proud of her efforts. 
 
I want to thank the Hoboken Firehouse Museum for hosting some of our Wallace 
second graders. Our students took a tour of the museum and learned how being a 
firefighter has changed over the last 150 years. Students finished by writing letters 
to firefighters in Hoboken expressing their appreciation for their work and bravery. 
 
I’d also like to thank the Hoboken Public Library for hosting our Connors School 
fourth graders. Students went on an educational scavenger hunt through the library 
to explore the various resources available to them. 
 
Please be reminded that we are offering online registration for the Fall 2017 sports 
season. Links and information regarding registration can be found here. Follow @
hobokenredwings or visit www.hobokenredwings.org for all the latest information 
on Hoboken High School athletics.
 
Registration for next year’s Passport to Learning Program will be open until June 
30th. For more information and to register online, please click here. Exciting courses 
such as Yoga & Mindfulness, Golf, Zoology, and MathCirles are being offered to 
name just a few. The plethora of enrichment courses will now be accompanied by 
an all new Friday Fun Day program.
 
I’d also like to remind you that the 2017-2018 Hoboken High School Program 
of Studies is here! This comprehensive document includes all of our updated 
classes available to students beginning in September. I am confident that our high 
school students will benefit tremendously from the array of relevant and unique 
new courses such as Mandarin Chinese, 21st Century Cultural Literacy, People 
Who Have Shaped the World, International Cuisine, Studies in Sustainability and 
Environmental Science, and many more. I am also thrilled to present a number of 
new programs, certifications, dual enrollment opportunities, international travel, 
virtual learning, and personal growth experiences. Click here to view Hoboken 
High School’s 2017-2018 Program of Studies.
 
This week, you’ll hear from our principals, read updates from our classrooms, catch 
up with some of our end of the year field trips, and get ready for summer with some 
tips for summer learning from our staff.
 
Our Early Childhood Education students have been very busy this week. In this 
week’s edition of The Herald, you’ll hear from Principal Rodriguez-Gomez, take 
a look back at some of our Move Up Ceremonies, and receive an update from the 
Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council.
 
I want to thank the Calabro Elementary School PTO for organizing a wonderful 
little Ice Cream Party with Mr. Softee. Students and staff had a great time cooling 
down with their delicious treats. You’ll also read about Grade One’s guest readers, 
the Kids Acting Up performance from Passport to Learning, the Imagine That 
Museum field trip, and the Grade Six class update.
 
In the Connors School section of The Herald, you’ll read about the Hoboken Public 
Library field trip, the Grade Six Urban Planning project, and Connors Field Day. 
I’d also like to thank Ms. Dawn Brangman for hosting another Parent Interview 
workshop. You can find more information below.
 
I want to thank the Wallace School PTO for organizing the 6th grade dance held 
on Friday night. You’ll also find information from our Kindergarten scientists, the 
grade Two field trip to the Hoboken Firehouse Museum, and tips from our RTI 
team.
 
Please note the open Hoboken Middle School PTO Invitation. I encourage anyone 
who is interested in joining to contact Dr. Davis at sdavis@hoboken.k12.nj.us. In 
this week’s edition, you’ll dive into our classrooms as our students put the finishing 
touches on some of their outstanding work.  
 
In addition, I will be hosting a parent and guardian meeting along with Hoboken 
Middle School Principal, Dr. Sharon Davis, on Monday, June 26th at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Demarest School auditorium.  At this meeting, I will review next year’s academic 
program for 7th and 8th grade students. I will also unveil plans for before and after 
school programming for our middle school students, and discuss the facilities work 
that will take place over the summer months at the Demarest School to get ready for 
the new Middle School doors to open in September.  Ancillary information related 
to school uniforms, supplies, technology and special middle school focus areas will 
also be unveiled.  For those that can attend, I am confident it will be worth it to 
attend.  If you cannot attend, the presentation and notes will be sent to all families.  
 
I am confident you’ll enjoy reading our Hoboken High School Weekly Update 
as well. Inside you’ll find news from our classrooms, updates from our guidance 
and athletic departments, important information from the Student Center and 
Classrooms Without Walls program, and you’ll be able to checkout some of our 
latest student and staff achievements.
 
At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website.  I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and content. 
Resources such as our district calendar, program information, and important notices 
are published and continuously updated. I would also like to draw your attention 
toward our social media platforms. Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and 
WordPress.  Each brings district and school events, news, and accomplishments to 
you in real time. 

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson

Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools 

Brandt Kindergarten 
Move Up Ceremony

Check out the Brandt Rooftop Garden!  

The Zinnia flowers are starting to bud and the Rainbow Swiss Chard continue to 
bloom with incredible colors! We have even been able to make kale and beet salads 
for lunch!

If Your Child Gets a Sunburn 

A sunburn can sneak up on kids, especially after a long 
day at the beach or park. Often, they seem fine during the 
day but then gradually develop an "after-burn" later that 
evening that can be painful and hot and even make them 
feel sick.

When kids get sunburned, they usually experience pain 
and a sensation of heat — symptoms that tend to get worse 
several hours after sun exposure. Some also get chills. 
Because the sun has dried their skin, it can become itchy 
and tight. Sunburned skin begins to peel about a week 
after the sunburn. Encourage your child not to scratch or 
peel off loose skin because skin underneath the sunburn is 
vulnerable to infection.

If your child does get a sunburn, these tips may help:

• Have your child take a cool (not cold) bath, or gently 
apply cool, wet compresses to the skin to help alleviate 
pain and heat.

• To ease discomfort, apply pure aloe vera gel (available 
in most drugstores) to any sunburned areas.

• Give your child an anti-inflammatory medication like 
ibuprofen or use acetaminophen to ease the pain and 
itching. (Do not, however, give aspirin to children or 
teens.) Over-the-counter diphenhydramine also may 
help reduce itching and swelling.

• Apply topical moisturizing cream to rehydrate the skin 
and treat itching. For the more seriously sunburned 
areas, apply a thin layer of 1% hydrocortisone cream to 
help with pain. (Do not use petroleum-based products, 
because they prevent excess heat and sweat from 
escaping. Also, avoid first-aid products that contain 
benzocaine, which may cause skin irritation or allergy.)

If the sunburn is severe and blisters develop, call your 
doctor. Until you can see your doctor, tell your child not to 
scratch, pop, or squeeze the blisters, which can get infected 
and cause scarring. Keep your child out of the sun until 
the sunburn is healed. Any further sun exposure will only 
make the burn worse and increase pain. (Nemours, Kids 
Health, 2014).

For more information and the complete article, visit http://
kidshealth.org/en/parents/sun-safety.html

Have a safe summer!

Wear a properly fitted helmet when bicycling, skating or 
scootering.  If riding a bicycle in the streets, follow the 
rules of the road.  Stay in designated bicycle lanes or stay 
on the right and ride with traffic.  Make sure your bike has a 
bell that can be heard and front and rear reflectors.  Inspect 
your bicycle before riding paying attention to the ABC’s- 
tires properly inflated with the correct air pressure, brakes 
in good working order and and a chain that is working 
correctly.

For more information:  www.nj.gov/lps/hts/bike-tips.html

Grade 1 Visits Imagine That

Grade 6 Update

The school year is coming to an end and the 6th graders are very excited about 
their last couple of days. The 6th grade has worked very hard this year and it will 
culminate on June 22nd with their promotion ceremony. On June 21st, the PTO will 
host the 6th grade farewell luncheon in which their yearbooks will be distributed. 
The 6th grade class members have been great representatives of the school and 
amazing role models for the other grades. Even though I am sad to see them go, I 
have no doubt that they will succeed in middle school and their future endeavors. It 
has been an amazing year and I couldn’t have asked for a better group of students. 
The 6th grade and I would like to wish all students a great summer and success in 
the future.    

Parent Interview Workshop

Ms. Dawn Brangman returned to Connors to host another 
free parent workshop. The focus of this workshop was how 
to prepare, interview, and follow up. Ms. Brangman brings 
a world of knowledge and advice to share with our families. 
Participants in the workshop were eager to learn and left 
with increased knowledge and confidence to prepare them 
for future job interviews!

Passport to Learning

Students in the Passport to Learning after-school program 
were treated to an end of the year performance by the Feet 
of Wonder enrichment club. Parents and staff members 
were also invited to enjoy the great performance by the 
students under the training of members of the Mile Square 
Theater. It was a great show and a great way to cap off the 
Passport to Learning program for all those involved!

Kindergarten students closed out the school year learning 
about natural resources.  They spent the day outside on the 
Wallace School playground making observations about 
things they can see, feel, or hear.  Students identified the 
natural resources surrounding us and created man-made 
structures that we use each and every day.

Our eager scientists from kindergarten discuss their 
findings and observations during a class session outside on 
the playground. 

Ms. Ferrara’s kindergarten scientists discuss their 
observations on the playground. 

Mrs. Mazzone’s second grade class recently took a trip 
to Hoboken’s Firehouse Museum, located on Bloomfield 
St. The Firehouse Museum is a branch of the Hoboken 
Historical Museum. They visited with retired Deputy Chief 
Bill Bergin and Ms. Maria Lara, the Hoboken Historical 
Museum educator. 

Chief Bergin gave the students a tour of the museum and 
explained the role of firefighters from 1860's to the present.  
After the tour, Ms. Lara read a story about firefighters and 
followed with the opportunity to write letters to firefighters 
from the various firehouses around town expressing their 
appreciation for their work and bravery. A huge thank you 
to Mr. Bergin and Ms. Lara for an awesome time!

Wonderful Times at Wallace

Learning the ukulele in music class. 

Kindergarten draws with chalk at Columbus Park after a 
picnic. 

The second grade teachers get to meet the first grade 
students during a meet & greet session. 

Ms. Gaudio, Mrs. Hack, and Ms. Orellano’s students 
practiced writing persuasively. 

Mathematics

Science
Students in Mr. Joffe’s Grade 
7 Science class are working on 
their end of the year project. 
They will be writing a letter to 
their FUTURE self describing 
their lives now and what their 
goals and challenges are for 
the future.

Students in Ms. Bartolottta’s 
8th Grade Science are 
completing their projects, a children’s book explaining 
how humans are impacting the environment.  Based on 
evidence from student’s research, the books will discuss 
the impacts of over-hunting, deforestation, pollution and/
or land conservation and how it affects multiple organism 
populations.

History
Hoboken Middle School’s Eighth Grade History detectives 
in Mr. D’Bernado’s class are working together to analyze 
multiple forms of evidence in order to construct a final 
extended research simulation task (in the form of a World 
War II research paper). 

Gifted and Talented Update

This week, Ms. Falcone’s 8th Grade Gifted and Talented 
students presented their Genius Hour Projects.  This year, 
Genius Hour has allowed our Gifted and Talented students 
an opportunity to discover and investigate their passions.  
Genius Hour has also provided students an opportunity 
to develop the skill sets that are valuate in any learning 
situation, such as research, critical thinking, collaboration, 
creativity.  Tomek Botwicz’s passion is technology, and 
here he designed a “smart house,” full of modern features 
for the 21st century!

Hoboken Middle School PTO Invitation

Craft Club Gets Ready for Father’s Day 

For our last meeting of the year, the middle school crafters repurposed rocks into 
decorative items. We used acrylic paint and metallic markers to make thoughtful 
gifts for their fathers. The students have learned a variety of crafting skills this year 
and Mrs. McGreivey is confident that they will continue to create on their own all 
summer. 
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